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place by the November election, and 
that is because this administration re-
fused to release most of the Federal 
dollars promised by the Help America 
Vote Act until June of 2004, 2 years 
after it became public law, delaying 
what could have been a secure election 
this November. 

With 32 million voters in 19 States 
using punch-card ballots again this No-
vember, millions of voters will walk 
away from the polls not knowing for 
certain whether their votes were tal-
lied correctly. 

The emergence of electronic voting 
systems, I believe, is a good thing, but 
not without verifiable technology. 
Sadly, Republicans have refused to 
allow for paper-verified voting trails to 
ensure that each vote is counted cor-
rectly. Without a paper trail, there will 
be no way to conduct a recount should 
an election be contested. 

Why have Congress and the Bush ad-
ministration failed to produce vital 
changes since the drawn-out election of 
4 short years ago? Some would say it is 
in the administration’s best interests 
not to change the system. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an even greater 
threat lurking quietly below. That is, 
the possible disenfranchisement of vot-
ers due to inaccurate registration 
methods and the shady control of vot-
ing lists. A recent Caltech/MIT study 
concluded that 4 million to 6 million 
votes were lost nationwide in the 2000 
election. Half of these were traced to 
registration problems. In the year 2000, 
thousands of Floridians were deprived 
of the right to vote because they 
shared the same name with someone 
who had been convicted of a felony. 
This type of disenfranchisement and 
the physical intimidation of some vot-
ers is no better than the practices used 
to prevent Southern blacks from vot-
ing in the 1950s and 1960s. It appears we 
have not come very far since then. 

We need to be smarter. We need to be 
smarter in order to secure our elec-
tions. I have introduced H. Con. Res. 
392, the SMART Security Resolution, 
to address both foreign and domestic 
threats to our Nation. SMART stands 
for Sensible, Multilateral American 
Response to Terrorism. SMART secu-
rity emphasizes the need for the United 
States to act as a leader and a model 
for other less sophisticated, less demo-
cratic nations. This means shoring up 
the credibility of our own election sys-
tem, including the development of new, 
verifiable technology, to ensure that 
our Nation’s poor and aged are not 
disenfranchised. It means avoiding a 
system where our own citizens are 
forced to cry out for international ob-
servers to ensure the fairness of our 
elections. SMART security means fully 
and quickly implementing the reforms 
stipulated in the Help America Vote 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, how can this country 
ever hope to be a true democratic 
model for the rest of the world when its 
own elected leaders have failed to en-
sure that our election system is truly 

democratic? Let us be smarter about 
the way we elect our national leaders, 
because until we do, our election sys-
tem will remain one accused of fraud 
and riddled with doubt, and we will not 
stand as an example of democracy in 
the rest of the world. 
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HONORING OUR FALLEN HEROES 
WITH A MEMORIAL IN THE CAP-
ITOL ROTUNDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, today, 
nine more Americans gave their lives 
in Iraq, nine more families are going to 
be without their loved ones this holi-
day season, and nine more American 
families are grieving. 

Out of those nine, two soldiers and 
seven marines, perhaps your neighbor, 
and they are our neighbors, because 
they are always going to be America’s 
neighbors, holds the distinction of be-
coming the one thousandth American 
casualty in Iraq. We salute our sol-
diers, marines, airmen, sailors, reserv-
ists, and guardsmen who are called to 
duty. We thank them deeply for their 
service, their valor, and their sacrifice 
for this country. 

The one thousandth casualty in Iraq 
is a milestone and one we must ac-
knowledge as we continue to reflect on 
the cost of the war on our Nation’s 
families and the American people. We 
must honor the service of our troops 
and pay tribute to their heroism. 

For that reason, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. TURNER), a veteran, and I 
have written a letter to the Speaker of 
the House asking him to arrange a 
temporary memorial in the Capitol Ro-
tunda to our fallen troops from Iraq 
and Afghanistan, explaining the pic-
tures of each fallen soldier, along with 
biographic information, which would 
also provide an opportunity for visitors 
in the Rotunda of the people’s House to 
write notes in honor of those soldiers 
to their families, their loved ones, 
their brothers, their sisters, their 
mothers and fathers, and husbands and 
wives. 

Throughout its history, the Rotunda 
has been used for public viewing for 
fallen heroes, bestowing upon them one 
of the Nation’s highest honors. After 
World War I, we saluted the fallen sol-
diers in the Rotunda. After World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam, we did the same. It 
is only fitting that we use the Capitol 
Rotunda of the people’s House to honor 
those who have fallen in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

The war in Iraq is not over, and there 
will certainly be more lives lost, but 
this tribute is for all Americans to 
show its respect for the men and 
women who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
as well as to their families. In honor of 
those lost soldiers, President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt once said, ‘‘He stands 
in the unbroken line of patriots who 
have dared to die, that freedom might 

live and grow and increase its bless-
ings. Freedom lives and through it, he 
lives in a way that humbles the under-
takings of most men.’’ 

Just as President Roosevelt honored 
the fallen of World War II, we believe 
this tribute would honor our most re-
cent heroes and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, since this Congress has 
begun, we have found time to name, I 
think at last count, 65 post offices, in-
cluding 2 tonight. I think we can, and, 
indeed, it is our duty and our responsi-
bility, to find the time to properly 
honor those who have sacrificed every-
thing in Iraq and Afghanistan. I hope 
that we do this as an institution, as a 
Congress, to use the people’s House to 
pay tribute to those families and allow 
all those families to know that for ev-
erybody who comes here who writes a 
card, a note, a tribute, that those fami-
lies who have lost their loved ones will 
know that they will always be in 
America’s prayers and in America’s 
thoughts. 

A colleague, a Republican colleague, 
outside of his office has that memorial 
put up. I think it is a great idea. I have 
asked the Speaker to take that idea 
and now make it an institution rather 
than an individual’s decision. Regard-
less of politics, regardless of where you 
were on the idea of going to war in ei-
ther Iraq or Afghanistan, we use the 
people’s House, put on that memorial, 
and let the families know as they get 
the letters from everybody who visits 
it, the cards, the letters, the notes, the 
tributes, they will always be a part of 
America’s family, and they will never 
be forgotten. 

b 2030 
And they will always be in our pray-

ers and our thoughts. I think this is 
something we owe these families. And I 
hope we can accomplish this, unlike 
other matters, in a bipartisan fashion. 
It is an idea I saw one of our colleagues 
had done outside his office, and I am 
hoping now the institution will take it 
up and make it its own in a proper trib-
ute; and it be would be a temporary 
tribute for all those families and to all 
those who have fallen in both the thea-
ters of Iraq and Afghanistan. 

f 

BREACH OF THE COMMITMENT TO 
MEDICARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KING of Iowa). Under a previous order 
of the House, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
when President Bush took office, he as-
sured seniors he would honor the Na-
tion’s commitment to Medicare. He 
said Medicare is the binding commit-
ment of a caring society. He did not 
say temporary commitment. He did not 
say faltering commitment. He said 
binding commitment. 

By any standard, raising the Medi-
care premium by 17.4 percent, that is 
more than five times the projected in-
crease in Social Security benefits for 
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